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Industry of Afghanistan
Industry and Manufacturing

Before the wars of the late twentieth century, industry was based on the processing of local agricultural products,
including textiles, sugar, and chemical fertilizers made from natural gas or coal. The main manufacturing center
was the Kabul region.

In 2004, all of Afghanistan’s industrial sector had stopped producing or was producing at a substantially reduced
rate. The reasons for this reduction in productivity are war damage, shortages of raw materials and spare parts,
and the postwar priority of rebuilding overall infrastructure before industry.

In the early 2000s, foreign investment in the industrial sector focused on small and medium-sized enterprises,
predominantly in telecommunications. Revival projects have concentrated on agricultural processing and carpet
enterprises. In 2007 the carpet industry, which provides the most valuable legal export commodity, employed an
estimated 1 million people directly.

The supply of raw materials for that industry employed at least the same number. Some small plants in Herat,
Kabul, and Mazar-e Sharif produce textiles, leather goods, and processed foods. Because of war damage, the
construction sector expanded rapidly in the early 2000s and was seen as an important economic driver for the
ensuing decade. However, that sector of the economy suffers from substantial corruption.

Industries in Afghanistan:

small-scale production of bricks, textiles, soap, furniture, shoes, fertilizer, apparel, food products, non-alcoholic
beverages, mineral water, cement; handwoven carpets; natural gas, coal, copper
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