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Geography of the United States

The United States is the third largest country in the world. It is in North America between the Atlantic and Pacific
Oceans. The geography of the United States has a lot of variety. There are mountains, lakes, rivers, deserts, and
islands. There are 50 states and 5 major territories in the United States. Each state and territory has its own
capital.

Topography

Although the northern New England coast is rocky, along the rest of the eastern seaboard the Atlantic Coastal
Plain rises gradually from the shoreline. Narrow in the north, the plain widens to about 320 km (200 mi) in the
south and in Georgia merges with the Gulf Coastal Plain that borders the Gulf of Mexico and extends through
Mexico as far as the Yucatan. West of the Atlantic Coastal Plain is the Piedmont Plateau, bounded by the
Appalachian Mountains. The Appalachians, which extend from southwest Maine into central Alabama—with
special names in some areas—are old mountains, largely eroded away, with rounded contours and forested, as a
rule, to the top. Few of their summits rise much above 1,100 m (3,500 t.), although the highest, Mt. Mitchell in
North Carolina, reaches 2,037 m (6,684 ft.).

Between the Appalachians and the Rocky Mountains, more than 1,600 km (1,000 mi) to the west, lies the vast
interior plain of the United States. Running south through, the center of this plain and draining almost two-
thirds of the area of the continental United States is the Mississippi River. Waters starting from the source of the
Missouri, the longest of its tributaries, travel almost 6,450 km (4,000 mi) to the Gulf of Mexico.

The eastern reaches of the great interior plain are bounded on the north by the Great Lakes, which are thought
to contain about half the world’s total supply of fresh water. Under US jurisdiction are 57,441 8Q. km (22,178 5.
mi) of Lake Michigan, 54,696 sq. km (21,118 sq. mi) of Lake Superior, 23,245 sq. km (8,975 sq. mi) of Lake Huron,
12,955 sq. km (5,002 sq. mi) of Lake Erie, and 7,855 sq. km (3,033 sq. mi) of Lake Ontario. The five lakes are now
accessible to oceangoing vessels from the Atlantic via the St. Lawrence Seaway. The basins of the Great Lakes
were formed by the glacial ice cap that moved down over large parts of North America some 25,000 years ago.
The glaciers also determined the direction of flow of the Missouri River and, it is believed, were responsible for
carrying soil from what is now Canada down into the central agricultural basin of the United States.

The great interior plain consists of two major sub regions: the fertile Central Plains, extending from the
Appalachian highlands to a line drawn approximately 480 km (300 mi) west of the Mississippi, broken by the
Ozark Plateau; and the more arid Great Plains, extending from that line to the foothills of the Rocky Mountains.
Although they appear flat, the Great Plains rise gradually from about 460 m (1,500 ft) to more than 1,500 m
(5,000 ft) at their western extremity.

The Continental Divide, the Atlantic-Pacific watershed, runs along the crest of the Rocky Mountains. The Rockies
and the ranges to the west are parts of the great system of young, rugged mountains, shaped like a gigantic spinal
column, that runs along western North, Central, and South America from Alaska to Tierra del Fuego, Chile. In
the continental United States, the series of western ranges, most of them paralleling the Pacific coast, are the
Sierra Nevada, the Coast Ranges, the Cascade Range, and the Tehachapi and San Bernardino mountains.

Between the Rockies and the Sierra Nevada-Cascade mountain barrier to the west lies the Great Basin, a group
of vast arid plateaus containing most of the desert areas of the United States, in the south eroded by deep canyons.
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The coastal plains along the Pacific are narrow, and in many places, the mountains plunge directly into the sea.
The most extensive lowland near the west coast is the Great Valley of California, lying between the Sierra Nevada
and the Coast Ranges. There are 71 peaks in these western ranges of the continental United States that rise to an
altitude of 4,267 m (14,000 ft.) or more, Mt. Whitney in California at 4,418 m (14,494 ft) being the highest. The
greatest rivers of the Far West are the Colorado in the south, flowing into the Gulf of California, and the Columbia
in the northwest, flowing to the Pacific. Each is more than 1,900 km (1,200 mi) long; both have been intensively
developed to generate electric power, and both are important sources of irrigation.

Separated from the continental United States by Canadian territory, the state of Alaska occupies the extreme
northwest portion of the North American continent. A series of precipitous mountain ranges separates the heavily
indented Pacific coast on the south from Alaska’s broad central basin, through which the Yukon River flows from
Canada in the east to the Bering Sea in the west. The central basin is bounded on the north by the Brooks Range,
which slopes down gradually to the Arctic Ocean. The Alaskan Peninsula and the Aleutian Islands, sweeping west
far out to sea; consist of a chain of volcanoes, many still active. The state of Hawaii consists of a group of Pacific
islands formed by volcanoes rising sharply from the ocean floor. The highest of these volcanoes, Mauna Loa, at
4,168 m (13,675 ft.), is located on the largest of the islands, Hawaii, and is still active.

The lowest point in the United States is Death Valley in California, 86 m (282 ft.) below sea level. At 6,194 m
(20,320 ft.), Mt. McKinley in Alaska is the highest peak in North America. These topographic extremes suggest
the geological instability of the Pacific Coast region. Major earthquakes destroyed San Francisco in 1906 and
Anchorage, Alaska, in 1964, and the San Andreas Fault in California still causes frequent earth tremors.
Washington State’s Mt. St. Helens erupted in 1980, spewing volcanic ash OVEI much of the Northwest.

Lakes, Rivers, and Oceans

Water is very important for transportation, power, food, and tourism. Many large U.S. cities are near water. For
example, Chicago and Detroit are near the Great Lakes. The five Great Lakes are in the northern part of the
United States. The Atlantic Ocean is on the East Coast of the United States. Puerto Rico is in the Atlantic Ocean.
It is one of the U.S. territories. The Pacific Ocean is on the West Coast of the United States. The state of Hawaii
IS in the Pacific Ocean. The Mississippi River and the Missouri River are the two longest rivers in the United
States.

Geographic Regions

For Census purposes, the United States is divided into four regions: the Northeast, Midwest, West, and South. In
2014, about 17% of the population lived in in the Northeast, 21% in the Midwest, 24% in the West, and 38% in
the South.

That distribution has not always been the case. When the country was established, most of the population was in
the Northeast and South. Because immigrants were primarily coming from European countries, the East Coast
of the U.S. was the closest destination in the U.S.

The growth in the Midwest and West has largely occurred over the last 160 years. As the population increased,
people wanted more room to live. Encouraged by things like the cross country railroad, the California Gold Rush,
and the ability to farm the Midwest began a significant migration west.

Land area
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The United States covers an area of 9,833,517sq km making it the third largest country in the world. It is roughly
the same size as China and the United States. It is half the size of Russia and three-tenths the size of Africa.

Climate

America’s large size means that it has a very varied climate ranging from tropical in Florida and Hawaii to Arctic
in Alaska. Whilst mostly temperate, the United States is semi-arid in the Great Plains to the west of the Mississippi
river and arid in the Great Basin in the Southwest. Low winter temperatures in the North can sometimes he
altered by the warm chinook winds coming off the Rocky Mountains.

Physical Geography of the USA

The United States of America is a very diverse place politically and physically ranging from forest to desert and
from plains to The Rocky Mountains. Although most of the USA’s land is forested, a significant percentage is
desert; mainly in the Midwest and parts of Alaska. Nevertheless, the USA is probably the most geographically
diverse country in the world.

The 7 Regions of the USA

There are seven Regions of the USA.

The Northeast - Generally flat with some small mountains

The Midwest - Very flat. Contains the Mississippi-Missouri River
The Southeast - Very flat

The West - Generally elevated. Many mountains. Known for earthquakes
Southwest - Generally flat

Alaska - Cold, mountainous place

Hawaii - Warm, volcanic archipelago

Sources:

“United States.” The World Fact book, Central Intelligence Agency.
WWW.USCis.govi/citizenship

https.//www.3dgeography.co.uk
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